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Still Collecting – MG Stuff (2nd installment) 
By Terry Bond – with assistance from Susan and Richard Hall 

This model was custom made by a company in New Jersey in 1984. The company had a 
short life span and was an extension of a well-known toy collector and restorer’s hobby. 
Richard managed to stumble onto one in a Pennsylvania antique shop years ago.  The car 
was originally a MGTD of the 1950s made as a kit by the company Dopke.  The TC was re-
engineered and is quite rare.  �

 Carletonware Ceramic model of MG #1�

 Rare model of the MG PA Airline Coupe�

A ceramic model of what is recognized 
as the first MG, affectionately known as 
“Old Number One” was produced by a 
British ceramic firm, Carletonware.  It is 
long out of production and good 
examples are rare and expensive.   
One very rare model is this early MGPA 
Airline Coupe. There were only 28 real 
cars ever produced and just 15 remain 
today.  It is rare that a model of a car 
produced in such small quantity would 
have ever been made. 

 Richard Halls rare MGTC model�



�

�

.�.

�

In the immediate post war era, European toy 
manufacturers moved quickly to begin turning 
their plants back to domestic products. Toys were 
one of the mass production items that quickly 
became easy sellers.  It is obvious from this rare 
aluminum MG toy sports car that was made at 
the beginning of this industry restart. It is fairly 
crude, in fact the box is “recycled.”  It is a box for 
laundry powder that was turned inside-out and 
reprinted by the toy manufacturer.   

 Early aluminum key-wind toy MG T series�

Even paper MGs were available.  This one 
probably originated as packaging for some 
product or perhaps was printed in a book or 
magazine. Cut-out and properly assembled, it 
makes a great and quite rare little MG.�

 A rare early paper model of an MG A roadster. 

Other model MGs abound.  This hand-crafted model 
was acquired from the family of the person who 
made it.  Exquisitely detailed, it happens to be 
Clipper Blue – same color as Susan’s

Some interesting diorama style models were produced 
in the 1960s by the noted German firm Schuco.  These 
remain in their original boxes and have never been 
taken out to play with them.  Note the garage scene 
advertises some oil and gasoline products that were 
strictly American.  In this condition, such models are 
difficult to find and are quite desirable. 
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Well, I found out last month that I have more than the 3 readers that I thought I had. I guess 
that means that I now have a grand total of 4… 
 
How do I know that I have one more reader? Well, last month in the Dipstick I noted the 
challenge, as president of this esteemed club, of coming up with something to write month 
after month for 2 years.  I was promptly put to shame when our dearly-missed former 
Activities Director noted that he had to submit an article each and every month for several 
years. As was noted, while he chided me to quit my “bellyaching” about the subject, he had 
“…written something for every edition since 03/2009 - 136 in a row…” and all without missing 
a beat. 
 
Wow. No wonder we miss Tad. In addition to all of his work dreaming up and planning these 
club activities, then leading us on these adventures, Tad also kept us informed, reminded us 
with his reports at monthly meetings, kept track with sign-up sheets and then sent out 
countless emails to remind us of club plans. Thank you again from all of us.  
  
But when I read through the Dipstick last month, along with several fine articles submitted by 
our club members, I also enjoyed the word puzzle submitted by Beckey Watson. In addition 
to the words listed the puzzle I found other LBC-relatable words in it such as “push, cut, pits, 
weld” and more.  I noticed another, likely misspelled, but some might consider it 
inappropriate to include, so you’ll have to ask me directly if you want to know. 
 
Incredibly, it also had “SUGZRWKKRFXMOKHRGD” and “ARGIDBZZWHPAZJT” which are 
the sounds you make when you break a bolt off, then bash your knuckles while attempting to 
remove or install the parts listed in this puzzle. 

One last note. I had a birthday in September and several of my TMGC friends wished me a 
happy one, which was much appreciated. This seems true especially when you reach the 
age when you don’t exactly look forward to being another year older.  After all, I know I’m 
getting old. Last week my life insurance company sent me half a calendar.  
 
OK, I stole another one from Rodney Dangerfield, but steal from the best, I always say. 
 
Well, enough from me this month. Stay safe, and we’ll all get together at the next TMGC 
meeting. 
 
Safety Fast, 
Robert 
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