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W c a t e d  To Prcscning The Marque Since 1 973 April 2000 

Marque T i m e  
It was a spring day l~ke any other spring day. The day n as warm the sun was out 

md a f'cw dark clouds threatend showers in the dstance. A perfect day for lop down MG 
lriving. But wail a minute. what am I t h i h g .  Tlus IS Fern. Februw 27th to be ex- 
lct. Ihc middle of winter. How can Kis k. Then 1 realized h ~ s  is Wickerbasket SunQv 
~nd Pcggy has managed to provide the perfect weather for the perfect cvenl Year after 
-ear. how d m  she do 11 Great f a  members we haven't seen m a while and fnends rrom 
tichmond We had a large mllect~on of great cars ( includng a Match Box MGF. not 
lnly available al Farm Fresh bur Wal-mart and K-marl too. ~f you can't ofin the real Lhing 
-ou can Own a toy version). There were classic club scrap baoks to look at and cven a 
nrlhday lo celebrate (her initids were S,B and she is holdmg at 29 according to Jerry's 
~krvations). We also had our March meeting in February (please note the April meet- 

will actually k held in April, on April 5th. Wednesday). I know we slated other 
1% in the March Dipstick but we are just nutrung a test to we how may people ac1uaIly I" 

ead their Drpsticks, how much hey comprehend of it. (This test was sponsored the 
rldmvaler MG hpslick literacy foundation.). The web site should have the full calendar 
o r  the year on it, So if you need information on dares for events, chcck the web sltc. 
'lease excuse our dust on the web slte we are still freshening up and moving thlngs around 
n casc you notice sometlung a little out of lulter. Kyou have an even1 you want to add to 
he calendar or you see a correction that should bc madc, contact Mke Haag our web site 
manager, If you need to change a comrn~trnent you have made, contact Chuck Hudson out 
ictivities chairman. Alm don't forgct to mail your regishalion form for the Colonial Vin- 
age Car Show , it i s  in your March Dipstick. 
We need to support h s  effori. 

A late breakvlgstary in the wor1dofMG. BMW has soIdoff ~ t s  interest inRwer 
I N ~ O  is making the MGF, A venture capital copration in the UK named Alchemy Part- 
ners Ltd has bought the Rover and MG name and product line. Rumor is that they will caIl 
it the MG Car Co. Rumor also has it that they will close the Long Bridge plant where the 
MGF is presently being manufactured, leaving only the Oxford plant open The word IS 
that the Rover Corpomtion was losing 3.5 million do1 lars a day at che Long Bridge plant. 
Ford has purchased the Range RoverlLand Rover operations and name from BM W. Who 
h o w $  how all h s  will affect MG'S future. It lake a large infusion of capital to make an 
~utomohle company able to succeed and I am not nue that is there for the MG. 

Pnor to attendmg any of the MG events such as the Wlckerbasket where my MG 
has set up lnactive for a pwiod of time. I go through a ritual I call the running of the blocks. 
Blocks king the city blocks in my neighborhd This n not to be confusd with the 
'running of the bulls" in the Hemmingtvay nwel but could also be called "the running of 
&he dugs", but I will explain that a little later. The theory of the "nmning of the blocks" is 
that t k g i n  by start~ng my MG and then dnving around one block so that if it would hap- 
XII to break dmvn on my tnp around (he block. I tvould only have a relatively shori d~s- D mce 10 push il home lo makc thc nmessar?. repaits or adyusmenls. As I prove the reliabil- 
ity you increase the m b e r  of blmks in mv neighborhood that I go around until I reach 
enough cordidence to venture on to the open highway in trafic. I know there 1s a probably 

Upcoming Club 
Activities 

Apr 5th Wednesday Meeting 
at Frank & Gloria 
Linse's 461 -7783. 

May 2nd Tuesday Meeting at 
Pete & Barbra 

- Douglas 495-0 142. 

Jun 7th Wednesday Meeting 
at Andy Wallach's 
622-83 1 5 .  

Jul 5th Wednesday Meeting 
at Jerry Goldman's 
393-9854 

Aug 2nd Wednesday Meeting 
at David Sheppard's 
496-0787. 

Sep 5th Tuesday Meeting at 
BiIt Seib & Leslie 
Paul's 420-9523. 

I 
Oct 4th Wednesday Meeting 

at Paul Thiergardt's 
497-0455. 

Nov 8th Wednesday Meeting 
We still need a host. 



a flaw in ttus logic and that onc of Murphy's laws about MG's if it cari fail it will eventually fail, but at least I can get a 
feel for Be condition of the vital systems such as slecring . Sue1 and el&cal nnd dso for Phe a m o r y  systems like 
brakes and signaling dmices. I consider the W n g  system on my MG an accessory because I have driven my MG 
when my brakes thought hey were an optimal equIpnent. They might work or they might not, it was thcir won. If . 
youplanfarenw~ah&y~1mn~withZhisoptlonaf&af~on. Ihaveu~edthemethflpump1-2-3;md 
p l l  the braire lewr when the b d  were in their optional mode to stop. 

Anyway while I am "nmning €hc blocks" I have obsemed another phenomena. I was told by one of my ex- 
gtrlhicnd that the only rcawn middle age men buy sporls cars was to attract young women. AI the time I was 34 and 
soned of rcsenteduzference h Z  I was "mfddieaged". From where I standnow 34 was not middle aged. But 1 can sce 
hmv m n g  she was a b u t  attraclhg youngcr wonlen. When 1 drive my MG, I seem to amct not young women. but 
even. h d  and dog in the neighborhood. I am sure the hds a~ attracted to the loud exhaust ?stem. They are not old 
enough to r d k c  that Ioud does not equate to p v c r  and spced. The noise Ievel on my " high performance" c.uhaust 
system must Ibe pretty close to lthc d@crbel level of breaking glass. because I am able to set of car alarms as I dt l~*c by. 
Any way thc usual yell " cool caf' and then check their peers faces to see if this was nn appropriate rcspnse, They Still 
haven" t quite got the hang of when "cool" is the appropate response to invoke status upon themselves from heir pars 
a! being able to remgmze what is "'cool " and what isn't. 

Dri\~ng my MG through the neighborhood 1 can also alltact enough different dogs in the neighborhod to fill  
thecasting call for afilrnversionof "MI Gmd b g s  Go To Heaven" . Oncl doginpanicolarthat standsout in my 
mind is a large yellow . flop eared dog. As I round the comer to pass his front yard, he i s  wait~ng. Lyang crauched on 
the gmmi with his haunch= slightly r a j a  chn down on his front paws, cyes glazed in that stare that hc must be 
from his primitive mswl past that stalked prey. When be catches sight of me thc chase is on Paws are drumming 
across the ground his large pink tonguc i s  hanging over hs teeth from the side of his mouth as hc m m s  to k in ec- 
stav in the pursuit of his prey. 1 have three theories on why he i s  chaslng mv MG. The first one is maybe he is fink- 
ing this h n g  (my MG) i s  small enough that hc could actually catch it and do something with it I am not exactly surc 
what hc has in mind but probably neither does he. Or mayk his owners have let him watch to many Nissan comrner- 
cia! and hc thinks if he catches it hc a n  drive i t .  Or thc third ?hw i5 that he sewax that h s  thing is British and he 
has 111isbkcn it for a shoep and is tryrng to herd ib m n  hc, gets to an i m a m  l~ne  h t  I guess is the cnd of his tersi- 
tory and I continue on my way back to my garage to prepare for the outing the next day. 

When I return to my garage and park my MG 1 begin to thie I wonder if there is  a Norman Rockwell paint- 
ing with a middle aged man clean shaven m d  sport mat, tie and thinning harr blowing in the wind as he drives an 
~mprlcd sports &I- :&Be top down, on main st ra t  , in front of the Garber shop, king chased by cherub tooking boys 
who are wearing striped tee shirts and s h a  whu's t a m  are corning untied with their dogs of all shapes and 
sizes mingled among them in a way on!y Woman Rockwell m i d  do. The caption would read somcihing lrke " In 
spring middle aged man's fancy turns to small imported sports cars" . It is not tong after I mre my MG in the garage 
and close he door that I see that the neighbors dogs are gathering in front of the garage door u4anting to h o w  if my 
MG can came out and play. 
---&I FETY EXKT - BARRY 

The Man:h Meding was held on Sunday, February 27th in conjunction with the Wicker Basket Affair. Barry started 
nhe meeting promHy at 2:08 PM t h m h g  Pegg Bradford for once a+ graciously hosting the Wicker Basket. h u g  
was fashionably late, arriving just in time for the end of the meeting which cflabled him to avoid note faking. 

Membership Alan repotted good rwpotlse from the d i n g  reminding past due members. There. are currently 32 past 
due members with monies still mming in. The March newsletter will be the last one that members not paid up will re- 
ceive. 

Treasurer- Jim reported receipts of $234.50 and expensas of f 90.06 leaving a balance of $1,4 17.1 5 

Then Barry rememkred to get an approval of last months minutes. ney were so a p e d .  

Newsletter-No report, Ed missing. 

Rega t ia-No report, no raffle. Ftank rather laid back today. 



Activities- TIe March Tech h o n  has been mwed to Saturday, W h  25th a Jim WU& house. I will be a 
joint session with €he M e d m  club and will feature an emphasis on Brake Flushing. 

Clubs-NO report. 

Ncw Business- The 4th of July mmting has been moved to the 5th of July in consideration that tlus is a British Car 
club. Am. Ihc November 7th meeting has k e n  moved to Novemkr 8 to allow you to get out and vote, 
NEEDED- Soap Box Derby dnver-Male or Fcmle, 71)-801bs. Race is towards the end of May. Forward any inter- 
ested names to Chuck HucZson. 

Old Busin~ss-No Vince jokes this month 

Archives-Susan is now quire proficient with thc scanner-IF only she had somclhng to scan. Please let her bomw 
any photographs. menus, articles or any other rncmombilia for her to a n  and put into the scraphok.  

Marque T~rne- Jim had info on a point conversion for the MG. See Cranecams.oorn or Jim Villers for morc info. 
Bruce and Carol W&on announcd that the Berkley show will probably be moved to B r o ~ m s  Island this year. 
Teniative date is Sept. 24th. In addition Virginia International Raceway was highly touted as being nav and im- 
proved. h k  For 3 vintage sports car races this year. 

The meeting was adjourned with the Wicker Basket Affair following. Bany 

Wednesday April 5th Meeting Wednesday 
- a t -  

Kiek%rgs Frank&GloriaLhse's b m  

Pt 301 E. McGinnis Circle 
N o ~ u l k ,  VA 23502 

Pt 
7:30PM 

4617- 7783 
6:00 PM 
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