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ACTIVITIES 
CALENDAR 

Check www.mg.org for the latest info! 

(TMGC Activities are in bold) 

 

May 1 - Wednesday – Monthly Meeting 

at Frankie’s Place for Ribs.   

 

May 14 – Tuesday - Norfolk Tides 

Baseball    “Turn Back The 

Clock” Night.   Lehigh Valley 

Iron Pigs - First Pitch 6:35pm 

 

May 25 – June 2  - British Car Week 

  

May 29 – Wednesday - Dessert Drive – 

Peninsula Editions 

 

May 30 – Thursday - Dessert Drive – 

Southside Editions 

 

June 4 – Tuesday – Club Meeting – 

Virginia Beach  Hosted by Issie 

and Bill Yoshida 

 

June 15 – Saturday - Tall Ships in Cape 

Charles  Drive, Tour and Picnic 

 

July 10 – Wednesday – Club Meeting – 

Virginia Beach 

 * 2nd Week of Month 

 Hosted by Betty & Jim Villers 

 

July 17 – 21 – MG-2013 - Corvallis, OR 

 

Aug. 6 – Tuesday – Club Meeting – 

Virginia Beach 

 Great Neck Park – 6:00pm – 

9:00pm 

Celebrate British Car Week 
 Every now and then, an opportunity 

comes along to either prepay or repay 

the Bank of Karma.  Such was the case 

on April 6th when, during Tech Session, 

my dear bride called to report that she 

and her car keys were on opposite sides 

of the door.   

 While projects were aplenty, duty 

called and I was happy to be able to 

deliver another set of keys.  OK, I 

haven’t repaid her for all of the roadside 

rescues she has performed, but Karma at 

least knows I am paying attention, and 

maybe that counts for something.  

Anyway, hello to the unknown MGB I 

saw on Great Neck Rd on the way to the 

rescue, thanks to Frank for hosting the 

Tech Session, and thanks to Michele for 

taking on the reporting duties and for 

her forthcoming write-up. 

 We have a busy few weeks ahead of 

us.  We are close to sold out for tickets 

to Turn-Back-The-Clock Night at 

Harbor Park on Tuesday, May 14th.  I 

can still get tickets, but please keep the  

May 25 - June 2 

Continued on Page 2 

WILLIAMSBURG BRITISH CAR SHOW - Jack and Linda Pavlidis were part of 

the TMGC presence at the 2013 Williamsburg British Car show held April 13th, 

driving their 1971 MGB-GT.  The group took back roads through Chesapeake and 

Suffolk, and rode the Jamestown Ferry.  See Wildflower’s report on page 6.  

http://www.mg.org/
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 Greetings fellow TMGC members and MG enthusiasts, I 

was going to make a plea for speakers for the 40th Anniversary 

celebration with this month’s article, and then I got a call from 

Tad asking if I was on board with postponing the Anniversary 

Dinner until a later date in an attempt to attract a larger crowd.  

 Well it changes my plea and article slightly, not what I was 

going to say but the timing; by suggesting this now people will 

have time to think, remember, plan and come forward with 

ideas, stories, suggestions, etc. As many of you know I have 

only been a club member for a less than 10 years.  

 I am by no means one of the founding members, heck I 

wasn't even driving in 1973, although like most teenage boys of 

my generation I knew most all cars of the current era. I could 

even identify most cars back then at night by their headlights, 

granted my mind and eyes were much sharper then. I do 

however remember the TMGC 35th anniversary, it was quite a 

party. Several of the founding members spoke of the early days 

of the club.  

 I would love to hear from some of them again but I would 

also like to hear from other members of their stories throughout 

the years. What I am envisioning for the 40th anniversary 

celebration and what I am looking for are a few members to 

share some memories of the club over the years. I was thinking 

that someone could speak about their fondest memory of the 

first ten years, 1973-1983, and then someone could share from 

the second ten years, 1983 -1993, 1993-2003, and lastly 2003-

2013.  

 Even if you don't wish to talk publicly if you know anyone 

from the different era's of the club that may no longer be in the 

area please send them my request.  If I get stories from the past 

of people who can't make it I will gladly share their stories with 

everyone.  

 I might even share them with Bob so he can make a 

monthly column in the Dipstick covering the history of the club 

for newer members to read and see how things have changed or 

maybe how they have stayed the same. This is your club - you 

make it great, you make it what it is.  Let’s keep it great for 

generations to come. 

 

As always 

. 

Marque 

Time 

FROM THE PREZ 

Russ Ripp 
President 

TMGC Officers 
 

President     Russ Ripp    393-9908  

Vice President  Steve LaPaugh  593-5927 

Secretary      Michele Peters   439-8050 

Treasurer      Jim Villers     481-6398 

Editor      Bob Stein    588-6200 

Membership     Bill Yoshida   554-0402 

Webmaster  Mike Haag    mikehmg@cox.net 
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Phone: 757-588-6200 

ACTVITIES - CONTINUE FROM PAGE 1: 

May 4th RSVP deadline.  Tickets are only $11, and you can 

bust your diet on cheap hot dogs, popcorn, and soft drinks.  

Beer, while not cheap, will be cold, so if you are so inclined, 

come on out to the ball game. 

 Late in the month, we have British Car Week.  We’ll 

celebrate locally with two mid-week Dessert Drives.  Join in 

for either or both. On Wednesday, May 29, we will depart from 

the Yorktown Battlefield Visitor’s Center at 6:30pm for a 

cruise out Colonial Parkway into Williamsburg.  We’ll end up 

in the New Town area at Williamsburg Cupcakes. 

 Then on Thursday, May 30, we’ll reconvene for a 6:30 

drive from the Harris Teeter on Nimmo Parkway at the VB 

Courthouse Complex.  Our route will take us below the VB 

Green Line into Chesapeake and a visit to Rita’s Italian Ice.   

 And finally, if local drives, cold beer and great desserts 

aren’t enough, mark your calendar for Saturday, June 15.  We 

are off to the Eastern Shore and the Cape Charles Tall Ships 

Festival.  We’ll depart from the Kroger store on Shore Drive at 

Northampton at noon, cross the Bay Bridge and arrive in Cape 

Charles about 2:00 after an historic stop.   

 In Cape Charles, we’ll see the Tall Ships, sloops, schooners 

and skipjacks, enjoy music, art and entertainers, and, in the 

words of our own Joan Prescott, visit Mayberry on the Bay.  

It’s back to the roads and off to Mike and Jennifer’s home for a 

picnic dinner overlooking the water.  It will help in planning 

the evening of you will RSVP by June 8th. 

 That’s all I have for now.  Stay tuned… 
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TMGC Activity Highlights 
 

Dessert Drives  
 

Peninsula Edition 
Wednesday, May 29th 

 
Depart Yorktown Battlefield at 6:30pm for a drive 
up Colonial Parkway to Williamsburg New Town 
and Williamsburg Cupcakes. 

 

 

 

 

Southside Edition 
Thursday, May 30th 

 
Depart Harris Teeter - Nimmo Parkway- VB at 
6:30pm for a drive through southern Virginia 
Beach to Chesapeake and Rita’s Italian Ice. 

 

 

Turn-Back-the-Clock Night 

May 14th 
Norfolk Tides vs. Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs 

Hot Dogs, Sodas & Popcorn - $0.50 

Wash it all down with an ice-cold beverage 

Reserved Seating behind Home Plate  - $11pp 

 

RSVP by May 4th 

e-mail - TMGC_Activities@me.com  

Cape Charles Tall Ships Festival and Picnic 

 

Saturday, June 15th 
12:00 noon Departure from Kroger - Shore Drive at Northampton 

Noon to Whenever 

Join us for a scenic drive across the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel and over the back roads of the Eastern Shore.  We’ll end up 
in Cape Charles for their Tall Ships Festival.  Come and see 3 historic Tall Ships, a modern Navy ship, sloops, schooners skip-
jacks and more!  Enjoy delectable foods, refreshing beverages, art, craft and collectable vendors, along with music and enter-
tainment by local performers.  This will be a true family event, with pirates and characters in period costumes to tell stories of 
old Cape Charles.   
 

After a day at the Festival, we’ll finish the evening at the bayside home of Jennifer and Mike Ash.  Relax on the deck, wade in 
the water or prep for the ride home with a few minutes in the hammock.  Then enjoy a picnic dinner and sunset over the bay 
before we had back to Tidewater. 

To help in planning, an RSVP would be greatly appreciated 
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 Once again I have been called on by my fellow TMGC 

members to provide the minutes for yet another monthly meet-

ing. 

 You people just don't learn, do you?  This installment will 

likely be a bit shorter than the last. I can almost hear the cries 

of joy from here. Just kidding, it will be just as long, if not 

longer. 

 And, as with the last time that I did this, I must once again 

apologize to Bob Stein for getting this in late. I really have to 

stop putting things off.  And so, I have now made a vow to stop 

procrastinating once and for all… starting tomorrow. 

 OK, now for those who are expecting the actual minutes… 

well you people are going to be sadly disappointed once again.  

 But here we go: 

 

 Our April meeting was hosted by Andy and Cynthia.  Since 

I have the opportunity with this forum to stick in my two cents 

worth, I would like to say how much I (and I'm sure that all 

members will join me) appreciate how many times Andy and 

Cynthia have opened their beautiful home to us for hosting 

countless meetings and holiday parties throughout the years.  

Thank you both again, and again, and again…. 

 Our President, Russ Ripp, called the meeting to order and 

after the usual looks of confusion from the members as to the 

reason they needed to stop talking, Russ got the business of our 

club underway. I believe that it was at this point that I was 

somehow persuaded to take the minutes (I believe it was the 

beer talking) and I took out my trusty pen and began to doodle 

on the paper while other people talked about cars and other 

stuff.  

 I then realized that I was supposed to write this all down, 

but by then it was far too late for that. So here are the rest of 

the minutes. You will have to decide for yourselves which part 

is real and which is kind of, well, made up. 

 New Members and Guests: This month we had NO 

guests. I'm not sure what that means. I know that we all appear 

to bathe regularly, and the cars are great and we even have free 

beer, so I don't get it. Maybe next month... 

 Vice-President’s Report: Was Steve there? Well, I know 

that Mitzi was, so he must have been. I may have been distract-

TMGC Meeting - April  

By Acting Secretary Robert Perrone (Photos by Donald Ladd and Susan Bond) 
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ed, so my apologies to Steve. I'm sure that he said some fine 

things to our assembly, so I hope that you were all paying atten-

tion and not counting on me to report it to you.  

 Treasurer: Jim Villers gave his report on our finances. 

Thankfully he takes care of our money WAY better that our 

elected officials in Washington, so have money in the bank and 

do not even need to worry about the meaning of confusing 

words like "sequestration" and be concerned that our funding 

will be cut off. In other words, there will be beer and wine at 

future meetings. 

 Activities: Tad has too much planned for us to explain here.  

Once again, he does such a great job at giving us all good reason 

to get together. After all, we all know that this is a club of 

friends, not just car owners. We just need a good excuse to get 

together and have fun. Check for details in Tad's own contribu-

tion to the Dipstick. 

 History: Susan said we have history. And we do. She also 

brought a book. Hey, I just repost the facts as they happen. Ac-

tually the books really are very interesting. If you have never 

looked through one you should; our club history is something 

special. 

 Membership: Bill Yoshida was not there. A "reliable 

source" said that we had many members (116?), which consisted 

of 213 individuals. I think. Do not quote me. I have no idea what 

I'm talking about. I hope that Bill clears this up next month.  

 Newsletter:  Bob Stein once again said we’d have an ear-

lier deadline than usual at the meeting. And once again I ig-

nored him. I'm sure that he is thrilled with me (not).  Bob is, at 

this very moment, waiting for me to get this gibberish to him 

so that he can put this in the Dipstick. I kid you not. It really is 

not worth waiting for, as anyone reading this will surely agree. 

 Technical / Marque Time / New and Old Business: His-

tory repeats itself. The last time I did this I completely lost 

track of what was happening because I started talking and 

stopped taking notes. However I was able to report to the 

members at the meeting that I had the rare pleasure of looking 

over an actual brand-spanking new MG in a showroom. I was 

in Aruba in March and I could not believe that we passed an 

MG dealer on the way to the beach.  

 I had my friend take a picture of me next to a new model, 

the MG3.  Bob Stein said that he might post the photo, but it 

hurt his eyes to look at it. I assume that it was due to the emo-

tion he felt at seeing a new MG, and not the guy in the photo... 

 This car, called a "supermini" by MG, is not yet for sale in 

the UK, but is currently being made in China for other mar-

kets. The UK version is expected to be assembled in Long-

bridge and be at MG dealers in the UK this summer. 

 I also brought along an MG sales brochure made for the 

Caribbean market to the meeting for anyone to look at that 

evening. Someone tried to claim it, but I wrestled them to the 

ground and took it back. Nice try, Cynthia. 

 Regalia: Mitzi sold tickets as usual. I did not win, as usu-

al.  Sour grapes prevent me from reporting the names of the 

winners, other than Jennifer Ash who won earrings (She is so 

sweet and I like her, so she gets a mention) Other than that I 

say congrats, to all you cheaters. 

 Someone motioned to adjourn and someone else seconded. 

I was talking to someone else at the time. I try to pay atten-

tion, but you people go on and on and on….  

 And if there're any complaints about the minutes for this 

month I would remind you all that there was actually a round 

of applause when I volunteered to do this once again. Now I'll 

bet you're all sorry. 

Robert Perrone 
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 Although I have been out and about all winter, it was 

obvious something special was up when my human started 

polishing my firewall.  While the poor dear is usually 

much more conscientious about my hygiene than his own, 

he does occasionally let the road dirt accumulate in my, 

ahem, nether regions.  That is, except when we are off to a 

show. 

 In this case, it was the Williamsburg British Car Show 

on April 13th, a lovely, sunny Saturday. There were al-

ready dozens of fine British motorcars lined up to enter the 

show field when we arrived, and I was delighted to see 

both younger ‘sisters’ with their humans. Eleanor 

(TC5624), had been driven to the event by her lovely hu-

man Susan Bond, while TC508 had been trailered by her 

humans Richard and Sandy Hall.   

 The three of us joined together in the MG T-series 

class, which also included a number of TD and TF rela-

tives.  There were many other British vehicles present , 

including some  extended family members from TMGC. 

 A handsome MGA coupe had brought its human 

Frank Linse, and two early MGB roadsters were with 

their humans Roy Gavilan and Allen Hazlett. There was 

that cute Midget cared for by Donald and Rose Ladd; 

MGB-GTs with their humans Jack and Linda Pavlidis 

Williamsburg British Car Show 

Story dictated by Wildflower to her human  (Photos by Sue Bond and Donald and Rose Ladd) 
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and Terry Bond; and even an MGC-GT with its humans 

Craig and Joyce Cummings. 

 Eleanor told me she and several of the other TMGC 

MGs had taken back roads and a ferry to reach the event.  

I have to admit a bit of jealousy - it sounded far more en-

joyable that my human’s quick blast up the motorway.   

 Eleanor looked absolutely splendid.  Her new humans 

have absolutely doted on her, and it shows.  So much, in 

fact, that when the trophies were passed out she was se-

lected by the humans present as the best of all the T-series 

MGs!   I was thrilled for her and happy to be presented 

with Second place - all ‘in the family,’ after all.   

 Terry Bond received the first place trophy for Elea-

nor’s new ‘brother’ 1974 MGB-GT (much more refined 

than that rather slightly scruffy rogue Rodney).   All in all 

it was a great family reunion and a fun outing for all.  I 

just hope Eleanor doesn't get uppity. 

Wildflower 
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Rim Restoration 
 

 The rims on my ‘new’ MGB LE looked baaaddd.  The 

wheels nasty appearance dragged down the whole “look” of my 

cute little car.  So, I set out to find a practical and economical 

solution to my cosmetic problem. 

 Surely the Moss Motors catalogue will have the answer.  

Indeed it did.  A mere $210 per rim plus shipping would make 

me the proud owner of new wheels.  I began to ponder renting 

my rims from a Little Creek Ave wheel shop at that price! 

 Then, an on-line search brought me to an MGB for sale in 

Maryland.  The rims were original without the original color 

scheme.  These rims looked nice, as if they had been painted. 

So, I asked around at the local tire stores about refurbishing 

rims.  No luck.  Nobody did on-site refurbishing.  I did learn that 

my idea was possible though.  Excited I set out to find the man 

for my project. 

 Goggle to the rescue.  I discovered American Stripping 

Company (ASCO) asconorfolk.com in Norfolk.  After a review 

of their website and a phone call with a helpful customer service 

person, I was convinced they could do the job.  The down time 

would be 1 week.  The cost for blasting/powder & clear coats/

waste disposal would be $112 per rim. 

 I took some pictures to document my process.  My tired old 

car now looks peppy and ready to go!  The whole rim experi-

ence was the reason for purchasing my MGB - learn some new 

stuff and meet good people along the way. 

Eric Fee 

1980 MGB LE 

April Membership Report 
By Bill Yoshida 

 

 2013 Memberships:  As of 25 April we have 110 mem-

berships for 2013, with 203 individuals in the club.   

 New Memberships: No new memberships were received 

during April.  

 Membership Renewals: Next month - June - is the 

month designated for TMGC Annual Renewals.  There are a 

few members that have paid their 2014 memberships in ad-

vance.  I will send those individuals an e-mail notification 

prior to the June meeting reminding them that they have al-

ready paid their 2014 dues.    

 If you have not received one of these e-mails by the June 

meeting, your membership needs to be renewed for 2014.  

More information will be provided in the June edition of the 

Dipstick.   

 Cars: Total cars – 173 

 Cars & Types: 168 of the following types of MGs: 

MGA-22,  A- Coupe - 2, B- 82, B-GT - 14, C - 2,  C-GT - 2, 

TC - 9, TD - 21, TF - 5, Midget - 9.   

 

Other/Various MGs – 5 (1-Cooper MG/ 2-VA/ 1-YB/ 1-ZB)  

 

Dues:  I currently hold $20.00 in dues for turn over to Jim. 
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TMGC 2013 Wine Tour  - April  26-28 

(Photos by Donald and Rose Ladd - story and more photos next month!) 
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TMGC was hosted by FantomWorks for a private tour of their 

facilities on Saturday, February 16th.  Our hosts were Dan and 

Melissa Short, the owners of this unique automotive restoration 

enterprise.  Our day began at the usual rally point; the Lake 

Wright hotel complex on US13/Northampton Boulevard.  The 

winter sky started to cloud up at 0900, hinting at snow flurries 

that would arrive later in the day.   

 The convoy of nine MGs pushed off at 0920 and headed 

north on US13.  Tad and Karen led the way, accompanied by 

Susan and Terry Bond, Michael and Gina Christian, Tom and 

Marie Early, Roy Gavilan, Al Hazlett, the Ladds, Jack Pavlidis, 

John Terschak, and Kathy and Mark Davidoski. 

 Aided by Tad Carter’s “Graphical Mystery Tour” directions, 

we proceeded through East Ocean View to the northern terminus 

of Granby Street.  Our route continued south to Tidewater Drive, 

through the Southern Shopping Center area (within earshot of 

our esteemed Dipstick editor’s home), and on to the Lafayette 

Place neighborhood.   

 On to the Old Dominion University campus, we headed 

south on Hampton Boulevard for a short distance to the 

FantomWorks site.  Before starting the tour, we linked up with 

more MGs and club members including Eric Fee and Cindy Lee 

Hall (who brought their neighbors), the Haags, Frank Linse, Bob 

McKenna, Bob Reisse, the Olcheskis, Andy Wallach, and Russ 

Ripp  

 Dan Short gathered us in the soon-to-be-operational Malt 

Shoppe area of the 60,000 square foot former industrial scale 

laundry facility.  He proceeded to give us an overview of 

company history and their expansive capabilities.  Dan’s 

presentation was fascinating in and of itself, but my eyes kept 

wandering to the unique array of automobilia and industrial 

artifacts that covered the walls, filled the vintage display 

cabinets, and continued to the ceiling.   

 Dan described the wide range of services offered by 

FantomWorks, including everything from vehicle assessment, to 

rare parts fabrication and/or sourcing, wood trim repair, and 

complete body preparation and finishing.  After a short Q&A 

session we began a walking tour of FantomWorks with Dan and 

Melissa as our guides. 

 Beginning in the showroom area, filled with classic and 

collectible cars and trucks from every era back to the 1920’s, we 

viewed everything from 60’s muscle cars, to a Heinkel 

“Bubblecar” and a 1921 Heine-Velox project; one of only five 

that were every produced.  ( A personal favorite was an 

unrestored 1957 Austin-Healey 100-6.)   

 On to the metal fabrication area, Dan explained how his 

experts had recently produced a custom console destined for a 

1949 Studebaker pickup.   This was done from sheet metal stock 

with the aid of various tools of the “panel beater’s” art.  Further 

on we were treated to several project cars in various stages of 

body restoration and painting.   

February 16, 2013 

TMGC FantomWorks Tour  
By Mark Davidoski (Photos by Sue Bond and Donald Ladd) 
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 Several vintage Corvettes were evident, including an earlier 

Stingray project that ended up as a unique wall hanger over the 

paint booth.  Dan also showed us around the wood shop, where 

every sort of wood components refinished, rebuilt, or 

reproduced.   

 Nearing completion was a beautiful 1926 Velie coupe in 

dark blue with black fenders and trim.  This car was brought to 

FantomWorks about a year ago in original, unrestored 

condition.  Dan’s team of superheroes had since transformed 

this car to showroom new condition for its 90-year-old owner.   

 After two and a half hours of automotive heaven, it was 

time to head for lunch at the Mermaid Winery on 22nd Street.  

We enjoyed a wine tasting that included a flight of five of 

Mermaid’s current offerings from their vineyards up in 

Orange County, Virginia.  A delicious lunch was served up by 

host Jennifer Doumar’s staff as we warmed ourselves in 

preparation for a chilly ride home.  The snowflakes were just 

beginning to fall when the group reluctantly left the winery 

for their homes or the optional dessert course at The 

Cupcakery. 

 Tad and Karen outdid themselves once again in arranging 

this little junket and we thank them for setting things up.  Dan 

and Melissa Short were gracious hosts at FantomWorks who 

gave us several hours of their time on a cold Saturday 

morning.   

 They have built a remarkable operation that offers 

topnotch restoration services to anyone with an automotive 

restoration or service need.  (Just ask Mike Haag about his 

Porsche 912 experience with FantomWorks!)  I am sure that 

many of us will be seeing more of the Shorts in the future.  In 

fact, they will be the subject of a Discovery Channel program 

set to premier in late May – stand by for further details! 
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